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1. Call to Order: 
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Members 
present: Paul Kennedy, Bill Schremp, Craig McEwen, Deb Ehster, Rex Zemke, and 
Village President George Peterson.  Trustee Dan Mortensen is excused. Also, 
present: Administrator Gary Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara 
and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge to Flag: 
 
3. Requests and Statements from the Audience:  None. 

 
4. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 

 
Motioned by McEwen/Zemke to Approve the Village Board Meeting Minutes of 
October 28, 2019 as presented.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

5. Clerk’s Report: 
A. Applications, Licenses and Permits (as submitted) 

 
Motioned by Kennedy/Ehster to Approve the Applications, Licenses and 
Permits as submitted.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

6. Police Department Report: 
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt gave an update on his department. 

• The Police Department is advertising for the vacant Police Officer Position.  
Chief Hunt is hoping to have a candidate hired as quickly as possible. 

 
7. Fire/EMS Report: 

 
Deputy Fire Chief Troy Champman was present.  No updates were given at this time. 
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8. Resolution 2019-16 Declaring Official Intent to Reimburse Expenditures from 
Proceeds of Borrowing: 
 
The Fire Board is working on getting the plans for the construction of the new Fire 
Department building.  At the last Fire Board meeting, the Board went into closed 
session regarding the possible purchase of property for the construction of the new 
building.  The purchase of that property will happen prior to the borrowing taking 
place.  Because of this fact, the Village will need to adopt a resolution declaring 
official intent to reimburse expenditures that the Village will pay for the 
construction from the proceeds of the borrowing.  The resolution allows up to 
$300,000.00 to be reimbursed back to the Village.  The $300,000.00 should be much 
higher than what will be needed, but Mr. Olsen wanted to be sure we were covered 
and did not end up having costs that could not be reimbursed from the borrowing.  
The borrowing will not happen until spring or early summer and there could be 
more costs that will need to be paid prior to the borrowing.  This resolution should 
cover those costs.  The Village will then be paying the costs from the General Fund 
and receiving reimbursement back once the borrowing is completed. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Schremp to Approve the Resolution 2019-16 Declaring 
Official Intent to Reimburse Expenditures from Proceeds of Borrowing as 
presented.  Roll call vote: Deb Ehster – Aye; Paul Kennedy – Aye; Rex Zemke – 
Aye; Craig McEwen – Aye; Bill Schremp – Aye; and Village President George 
Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

9. Amending the Code of Ordinances Part II General Legislation, Creating Chapter 184 
Entitled “Rights-of-Way Regulated”: 
 
Mr. Vergara and Mr. Olsen spoke to the Village’s attorney regarding issues that arise 
when utility companies do work in the Village’s right-of-way.  The ordinance 
addresses the issue by placing regulations on the utility company doing the work in 
the right-of-way.  The main premise of this ordinance allows the Village to require 
that an owner of utilities in the right-of-way must maintain, support, protect, or 
relocate its facilities as ordered by the Village.  If they fail to do any of the items 
listed, the Village may arrange to have them completed and bill the resulting costs to 
the owner, to be paid within thirty days.  This ordinance will give the Village the 
authority to assure utility work will be completed in the right-of-way, or not 
maintained in the right-of-ways, will be completed or the Village will have the work 
done and bill the owner accordingly.  This should prevent future issues with utility 
companies who have their equipment or lines in the right-of-ways and are 
unreasonably non-responsive. 
 
Motioned by Kennedy/McEwen to Amend the Code of Ordinances Part II 
General Legislation, Creating Chapter 184 Entitled “Rights-of-Way Regulated” 
as presented.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
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10. Membership Fees Request from MCDEVCO: 
 
MCDEVCO has recently reinstated the monthly municipalities meetings and Mr. 
Olsen has been attending those meetings.  These meetings include all municipalities 
in Marathon County, but mostly those closest to Wausau attend.  From these 
meetings, it has been established that municipalities are looking for GAP financing 
for new businesses coming into their communities, collaborated recruitment of 
businesses and workforce, a centralized advertising/marketing approach for the 
county, representation and awareness at tradeshows and business expos, pertinent 
resources, and an implemented Municipalities agreement.  Mr. Olsen has found the 
meetings very informative and it will be nice to have MCDEVCO to assist in some 
economic development if needed.  MCDEVCO has requested that municipalities 
consider paying a membership fee for 2020.  They are allowing municipalities to 
consider how much they plan on using MCDEVCO and then pick the level of 
membership fee as each municipality feels appropriate.  The levels are $500.00, 
$1,000.00, $5,000.00, or $10,000.00.  Mr. Olsen would recommend the $500.00 level 
for Rothschild. 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Ehster to Approve the Membership Fees Request for 
MCDEVCO in the amount of $500.00.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

11. Administrator’s Report: 
 
Administrator Gary Olsen gave a brief update. 

• Mr. Olsen is still waiting on the assessment numbers so he can finish the 
budget book.  As soon as the book is completed, Mr. Olsen will have them 
delivered to the Board members. 

• One of the security guards for the Pavilion gave her notice and she will be 
leaving the end of the year.  Mr. Olsen was able to find a replacement, Keith 
Carmody, and he will start in November. 

• We are in the process of filling the Treasurer/Water Utility Clerk position 
that was just vacated by Sandra Balz.  We have received 74 applications with 
the last day to receive applications being November 11th.  We will complete 
the interview process and then Personnel will need to affirm the potential 
applicant and recommend their hiring to the full Board.  The Board will then 
have to take action on hiring the new Treasurer.  Mr. Olsen might need a 
special Board meeting to help speed up the hiring process.  Tentatively hold a 
Personnel Meeting Wednesday, November 20th at 6:00pm, and a Special 
Board Meeting Wednesday, November 20th at 6:15pm. 

• The office is working on a water utility policy regarding shutting off 
customer’s water when they are behind on paying their bills.  This will be 
going to the Water Commission for consideration. 
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12. Administrator of Public Works Report: 
 
Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara was not present but disbursed his 
memo to the Board. 

• Leaf Pick-Up:  The Village’s 2-week leaf pick-up is complete.  Obviously, there 
was a hick-up in the process when we received the light snowfall.  We have 
completed both weeks of pick-up and will be doing a final pickup Friday, 
November 8, 2019. 

• Yawkey Avenue Resurfacing Project:  The pavement was placed the week of 
October 28, 2019.  Unfortunately leaf pick-up had started, but a letter was 
sent out instructing residents of alternatives for their leaves.  Fortunately, 
the Village was able to return this week to remove the leaves from the paved 
area and boulevard areas for those in the project area.   

• Margaret Street and Reed Road Projects:  Switlick prepared the temporary 
patches on Margaret Street on Thursday morning for paving in the afternoon.  
Cedar Creek Drive and Reed Road portions are also planned on being 
addressed hopefully by the end of the week as well.  MSA, the WDNR, and Mr. 
Vergara had a conference call regarding the Village’s variance request to 
place a storm sewer main over the watermain on Cedar Creek Drive so the 
Village could reconstruct the deep ditch.  The WDNR declined the request.  
Therefore, Mr. Vergara had a deeper discussion with MSA on what options 
the Village has and how they should attack this problem.  MSA will be coming 
back to the Village with two alternatives.  This should be presented at the 
first meeting in December.  The storm main to alleviate the chronic flooding 
problems that the Village annually experiences at the Reed Road/Shorey 
Avenue intersection was constructed to the basin in the Narlock right-of-way. 
The Lambert portion of the storm main could not be constructed because the 
gas main needs relocation and will occur next year.  Currently, Switlick is 
winding down operations for the year.  The temporary patches are a major 
component to that process. 

• Becher Hoppe (BH) Levee Study:  BH has completed all survey work on the 
pond and berm dissecting the pond and the swamp.  Preliminary elevations 
indicate that the berm would only effectively hold back waters from a 5-10-
year storm event.  Mr. Vergara disagreed with that preliminary observation 
based on how the flooding has occurred in past years.  More is required on 
the study. 

• Military Road Project – Volkman Street to Margaret Street STP Grant 
Application:  The Village submitted a project for the STP Urban Grant 
Program for 2021.  The Village placed or ranked 4th of 8 project submittals.  
The MPO process needs to run its course to determine what project(s) 
receives what funds.  More to come later. 
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• Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP):  The Village has submitted the 

Birch and Division Street 2020 Project application for grant funding through 
the LRIP process for the new biennium.  The LRIP funding process is run 
through the county based on several funding opportunities for 
street/highway work ranging from towns to county projects.  The Village has 
submitted for both the Municipal Street Improvement Discretionary Program 
(MSID) and the Municipal Street Improvement Program (MSILT) comprised 
of cities and villages with populations less than 20,000.  The MSID funds are 
much higher funded and much harder to obtain as they go through many 
layers of scrutiny and ranking.  The Village has previously received a MSID 
award for over $0.5M for the Margaret Street Project.  The Village has 
received funds through the MSILT program in the past as well.  The last 
project awarded was the Katherine Street Project in 2018 in the amount of 
about $28K. 

• Village Street Rating and WISLR Submittal:  As a member of the North Central 
Regional Planning Commission, the Village requested that they completed 
this task on behalf of the Village.  The Paser ratings have been completed and 
are under review for final submittal.   
 

13. Committee Reports and Referrals:   
 
Trustee Craig McEwen mentioned he will be setting up an Aquatic Center 
Commission Meeting.  Tentatively Tuesday, November 19th at 7:00pm. 
 

14. Presidents Report:   
Village President George Peterson gave a brief report. 

• There is an MPO Meeting tomorrow. 
• Mr. Peterson attended the meeting in Weston last week regarding 

discussions of shared services with surrounding municipalities. 
• The Village is hosting students through SABA, and the students will be 

arriving tomorrow for a tour of government duties throughout the 
municipality. 

• There will be a CVB Meeting in 2 weeks. 
• The R.M.M.S.D. Meeting is tomorrow. 

 
15. Adjourn: 
 

Motioned by McEwen/Zemke to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 6:0. Meeting 
adjourned at 7:30 pm. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


